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Welcome to the 2023 Annual Town Meeting

Volunteers from each of these 
organisations are here to talk to you –

please visit their stalls 



This evening’s agenda
 Introduction: how the meeting will work 

 Apologies 

Minutes of previous Annual Town Meeting 18th May 2022 

 Chairman’s Report of the last four years and progress on priorities

 Questions on the Business items 

 Contributions from County and District Councillors
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It’s been an eventful four years…..
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May 2019: 8 
new councillors Covid: from lockdown March 

2020 to final restrictions 
lifted Feb 2022

The late Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee

How many Prime 
Ministers?

SDC Local Plan paused, 
and restarted

Reopening post Covid

BUT…….



We never closed……

…but we changed how we worked:
 Remote meetings, working from home

 Town Clerk became Volunteer Co-ordinator
 We kept Allotments, Open Spaces and Public Toilets open
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We remember those we lost and think of those 
who are still living with the after-effects

We owe a huge debt of thanks to all those who continued 
to work and to the many who stepped up to volunteer in 
support of our community.



We never lost sight of your priorities:

 Keep Westerham a thriving, clean and tidy small town

 Improve parking

 Keep Westerham a safe town, from traffic and anti 
social behaviour

 Support the community & the businesses which operate 
in Westerham
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Keep Westerham a thriving, clean and 
tidy small town - action

 Major planning issues which could affect our town:
 Local Plans (Sevenoaks and Tandridge)

 Covers Farm

 New legislation





WESTERHAM TOWN COUNCIL 

ECO POLICY 
INCORPORATING 

Environmental Statement 
Climate Change Statement 

Biodiversity Statement 
 

Eco Action plan 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  
  
  
  
 

7.   Allotment Sites  
7.1 Update on rent renewals   
7.2 Pipework - Farley     

Russell House, Market Square,  
  Westerham, Kent TN16 1RB  

Tel 01959 562147   
Email office@westerhamtowncouncil.gov.uk  

  
7.3 Request to install a water trough – Currant Hill   
7.4 Request for a skip at Bloomfield   
  

8.  King George’s Field  
8.1 Update on KGF redevelopment project                
8.2 ASB at Westerham Bowling Club   
8.3 CCTV   
          

9.  Open Spaces  
9.1 Seating on The Green - update            
9.2 Parking on grass verges (Ash Road) - update  
9.3 Visual Inspection reports for quarter 1     
  

10. Climate Change/Environmental & Bio Diversity   
10.1 APFOS Action Plan                            

11. Public Rights of Way  
11.1 KGF Footpath application – update     

  

12.   Correspondence  
12.1 Sevenoaks Greensand Commons task days – for information                          Circulated   
12.2 Kent’s Plan Bee Newsletter – for information                                      Circulated   
12.3 Fields In Trust – Green Spaces for Good                    Circulated  

13. Reports from Councillors   

14. TN16, Edenbridge Magazine & web-site  

15. Matters for District and County Councillors  

16. Further matters for consideration at the next meeting  



You said….

Space for the Community

Better use of The Green Community Orchard

Community 
Allotment

More dog walks

More seating just 
completed

Being taken forward by 
Town Partnership

We’re open to offers! Looking at the 
possibilities

Recycling

All takeaway 
packs 

recyclable or 
biodegradable

Water bottle refill 
station

We’re 
talking to 
takeaway 

shops

All cafes part of 
the Refill 
Scheme

Keeping the town tidy

Regular litter 
picks

Tidy up Round Pond site

We organise 
come and join 

us!

We support Friends of the 
Long Pond

The River

Make more of the river

Improve the river

Working with 
Environment Agency 
& SDC - Plastic pick 

Planting
More wild, 

pollinating flowers 
and trees

Observe no 
mow May

No use of proscribed 
pesticides

Encourage children 
to plant and 

encourage wildlife

We’re doing this
where we can:

eg Costells Meadow
Trees planted in 
Barley Garden,

Costells Meadow

We do where 
possible!

All pesticide use 
being reduced

We do
eg bug boxes

……..We did



…We have been awarded….
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 Pedestrians and  cyclists
 More traffic calming and pedestrian areas
 More zebra crossings and pedestrian paths
 Improve pathways in and around the town
 Cycle paths

 Grass verges
 Manage grass verges to allow for wild flowers: 

eg Croydon Rd, London Rd opposite Wolfe 
Garage.

 Manage for wild life and wild flowers: observe 
no mow May 

 Traffic
 Enforce speed limits
 No diesel vehicles
 Bypass for traffic

 Development
 Use landfill site for 

housing or big park

We’re talking to District and County Councils about…….

 Maintain green spaces – especially the Commons
 Keep the town clean

 Wash the pavements – especially Market Square
 Remove the litter from all roads

 Development: 
 No more housing or offices
 Limit development on green sites

 Sustainability
 Recycle more – especially food waste
 Strive for better air quality
 More electric vehicle charging points

 Parking !!
 No change to parking charges
 More parking
 Residents’/disabled parking in Croydon Road
 Free parking in Darent car park for walkers
 Make Darent the car park of choice



Improve parking
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Madan and Hartley Roads 
31 extra parking spaces at 
a cost of  £69,500

Crockham Hill Playing Field 
30 spaces created, removing the 
need for on-road parking at a 
cost of £46,900



Keep Westerham a safe town, from traffic
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20 mph zone through the town and one way system round The Green:
Thanks to a change of heart by Kent County Council and funded by a 
grant from KCC Councillor Nick Chard

Speedwatch restarted post pandemic

 A 1 hour session in Croydon Road last week counted 
35 cars exceeding the 20mph limit

 Thank you to the Hosey Hill team: thanks to their 
evidence Kent Police are now conducting twice 
monthly speed watches



Keep Westerham a safe town and free 
from anti-social behaviour 

14

 Finding out what will engage our young people: 
 Free food Fridays

 Youth bus

 Offering activities:
 After school boxing/ fitness sessions  – proving very popular! Funded 

and organised by WTC

 Working with SDC and KCC who bring Youth Workers to Westerham

Both funded by WTC but curtailed by the pandemic



Support the community & the businesses which 
operate In Westerham

Supporting the Community Supporting businesses
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Free Family 
Fun Days 

Social events for 
Seniors

The school  
bus 

campaign

Showcasing Westerham: networking with local 
businesses

Emerging from the pandemic, 
organised social media 
training for retailers



The “Big Project”  – King George’s Field
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Phase 1:  Costells Meadow 
carpark redesign and  
extension: 
32 extra spaces: improved
layout

Wildflowers planted

Phase  2: Playground refurbishment:

Phase 3: Skatepark:
Construction due to commence Summer 2023

Phases 4 & 5 : Trim Trail, Multi use games area 
and Pavilion:

 Trim trail scheduled for 2024
 MUGA and Pavilion subject to funding



Business as usual has continued…
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 3 allotment sites managed

 Westerham’s green spaces: King George’s Field,  The Green on   
Granville Road,  The Green,  Ash Road,  Madan Road,  cared  for 
and kept accessible

 Consulted on 100+ planning applications each year

 Town’s street lighting converted to LED and maintained

 Work with neighbouring councils and many other bodies 
continues



Finances 2022-2023
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Town Council’s income
 Precept (WTC’s share of Council Tax) £267,000
 Income from rents, grants, leases etc      £167,712

Additional Funding
As in previous years, the Council has raised additional funding from rents, grants and 

leases enabling it to spend more on the community than it asks the community to 

provide.  Community Infrastructure levy funds and other reserves have been used to 

fund ‘The Big Project’.



Council spend  2022-2023
 Highways and Lighting £30,021 
 Streetlighting & LED conversion; Speedwatch

 Allotments Playing Fields & Open Spaces £193,811
King George's & Crockham Hill Playing Fields; Allotment sites x3: The Green & Open 

Space mowing; Hanging baskets & planting; Dog bins & trees;  Benches & notice 
boards

 Planning £7,284
External professional advice on major planning issues

 Youth & Community £39,203
Public toilet; Youth services; Memory Cafe; Community projects; Christmas lights

 Finance and General Purposes £116,333
Maintenance of assets/buildings etc; community engagement; grants; building up of 

reserves; Council administration, legal advice.



Next?
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Much has been achieved  – much still to do 

 This Council hands over to its successors

‘One Big Thank You’
 to our staff, without whom none of this would happen
 to those Councillors standing down
 to those who have put their names forward for the forthcoming election



And finally, please remember
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Polling Day is May 4th

The Polling Station is located in the John Fryth Room 
(adjacent to St Mary’s Church)

The Polling Station is open from 7am – 10pm

Elections will be held for both Town and District Councillors 
If you have a vote – please use it!

Remember your photo I/D!


