Town Clerk: Angela Howells
Deputy Clerk: Debbie Marshall
Assistant Clerk: Deborah Rogers
Tel 01959 562147 / Fax 01959 569373
Email ofﬁce@westerhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
Website: www,westerhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
www.facebook.com/WesterhamTC
Our ofﬁce is open Monday – Friday 9.30am -1pm

WESTERHAM TOWN COUNCIL
Chairman: Alan Wesley
Russell House,
Market Square,
Westerham, Kent TN16 1RB

Chairman’s Report
including Financial Summary 2016 – 2017

Councillors

During the year we co-opted Michael Craig, Sharon
Sheen and Alan Jowett to replace resignations. We
thank the departing Councillors Nick Moore, Linda
Rodgers and Stuart Wilkie for their many years service
to our community.

Council and Committee Meetings

The ﬁrst ten minutes of all meetings are available for
members of the public to raise and discuss relevant
issues.

Council strategy for the term of ofﬁce to 2019

The strategic priorities were established in an earlier
community consultation and published in 2016.
Substantial levels of cost are involved in most of the
projects delaying in some cases next stage
implementation until we have access to our 25%
share of a Community Infrastructure Levy, (CIL).
This levy, based upon numbers and categories of
houses to be built, will be paid by Linden Homes the
developers of the former Churchill School site on
London Road.
Whilst the precise amount is unknown, it will be a
substantial sum when compared to our annual
precept. Its receipt is imminent.
Council also has access to the Sevenoaks District
Council CIL fund which is created from the 75%
balance of all developer payments.

Priorities
1. Trafﬁc and Parking

Extend and resurface Costells Meadow car park.
CIL dependent.
Increase parking spaces in Madan and Hartley roads.
CIL dependent.
Car park build on Crockham Hill playing ﬁeld.
CIL dependent.

Speed Watch. Equipment purchase and
training completed.
Implementing 2017.
2. Toilets Fullers Hill

The existing toilets are beyond economic repair and
maintenance. Replacement costs £50,000.
CIL dependent.
Community consultation is the next action.
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3. Keep Westerham and Crockham Hill attractive
Westerham and Crockham Hill Planning Design
Statement.

When approved will form supplemental guidance
within the Sevenoaks District new Local Development
Plan 2015 – 2035.
Community consultation following SDC review is the
next action.
Costs of £7,000 funded by Westerham Town Council.

Darent bridge replacement.

This joins the car park to King Georges Playing Field.
Estimated costs of £20,000 funded by Westerham
Town Council.
Implementation imminent.

Bollards around the Green replacement.

Grant obtained, consultation and
Implementation 2017.

4. Protect Green Spaces
Darent Valley footpath and cycle path project.
Council are contributing £7,500 over ﬁve years to its
creation and starting point at King Georges Playing
Field.

Greensands Commons project.

Council have committed £1,500 to a grant
funded plan which will open and improve our three
Commons.

5. Enhance Community Facilities
King Georges Playing Field.
Outdoor Gym installed,
funding of £10,000 led by
Council.

Pavilion refurbishment,
Skate Park replacement,
MUGA installation.
Project too complex for
Council resources.
Alternatives under review.
Crockham Hill playground
equipment replacement.
Funding applications in
preparation.

Footpath to Crockham Hill School.

Consultations, permissions and scoping in the 2nd half
of 2017.
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Issues of concern
Youth antisocial behaviour and vandalism.

Over time the antisocial behaviour from an increasing
number of young persons in Westerham has increased
in intensity and cost to a level not seen before.
We are working closely with the Police at senior rank,
Sevenoaks Community Safety Unit and the Kenward
Trust in an attempt to bring about a cessation of this
unacceptable activity.
Recently Police delivered written warnings to a
number of young people plus joint agency visits to
their parents’ homes.
Our website and links keep the community up to date
with these actions.
In 2016 this behaviour and damage caused us to
close our Youth Club on King Georges Playing Field
and remove the youth shelter. We have not
abandoned the youth of Westerham as we now fund
an outsourced after school programme for years ﬁve
and six with encouraging attendance levels.
The keynote speaker at our Annual Town
Meeting is Matthew Scott the Kent Police and Crime
Commissioner who is well aware of these problems
and has been asked to be Westerham and
Crockham Hill speciﬁc in his address.

House building , Relief Road, Which Way
Westerham etc.

We have called a Public Meeting for the 24th May
2017 to share with you what we know on these and
other current issues and to hear the Community’s
views.
The venue is the Westerham Hall at 7.30pm.

The timeline to do this may not accord with that for
house building or bypass planning permission.

Neighbourhood Plan

In the light of the “Which Way Westerham”
activity we have been asked why the Council isn’t
preparing its own plan given the house building
demands from SDC.
Firstly there is a Government White Paper scheduled
for the Autumn which will give new guidance on such
plans and secondly until SDC produce their draft
Local Plan for consultation in Spring 2018 we would
be wasting taxpayers’ time and money.

Finance, Regulatory and Audit.

1. The distribution of our spending is explained in the
“pie” chart.
2. In the year ended 31st March 2017 Council
activities and spending were within its authorised
Budget. At the same time our accounts,
ﬁnancial activities and risk controls have been
audited without qualiﬁcation.
The Annual return for the year ended 31st March 2016
is published at the end of this report.
3. Council reserves, both General and Speciﬁc,
remain adequate in respect of foreseeable risks and
planned capital expenditure.
4. Council recently undertook a further accreditation
to become a Quality Council. This is a reﬂection of
the professionalism of the Council and its staff, the
latter particularly deserving my thanks.
5. WTC was delighted that Cllr Helen Ogden was
voted National Cllr of the Year 2016:

Update

Sevenoaks District Council has recently
published a review of all the sites submitted for
development categorized as “Unsuitable,
Developable, Deliverable.”
In Westerham, from this review, land that could be
developable amounts to between 94 and 126
residential units BUT all are located within the Green
Belt and this designation would need to change in
order for them to be developed.
The larger tracts of land put forward, mainly
agricultural, are categorised as unsuitable and
additionally are all Green Belt.
Council’s planning position is that we aim to
protect the fabric of our community whilst
promoting its continuing regeneration and
renewal to make it an attractive and enjoyable
place to live and work.
Central to this is the protection of the Green Belt.
The forthcoming election will certainly constrain
Green Belt releases with MPs adopting “the Green
Belt is safe with me” campaigning.
On matters bypass/relief road arguments are less
simple. It needs to be in the Local Plan to attract CIL
payments. The cost is such that large numbers of
houses need to be built.

Covers Farm sandpit needs to be restored to a
plan acceptable to KCC and large quantities of
inﬁll are needed.
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and the Council run Forget-me-not Café won
Community Project of the year at the Kent Dementia
Awards presented by Angela Rippon

Westerham and Crockham
Hill Councillors.

The role of Councillor
becomes ever more
challenging and with
more complicated issues
developing in our community
the workload will inevitably
increase.
I thank my colleagues
for past endeavours and in
anticipation of more to come.
Alan Wesley
Chairman Westerham Town Council

May 2017

03/05/2017 18:33:38

WESTERHAM TOWN COUNCIL

Where does Westerham Town Council get
its money from?

ANNUAL RETURN

£1.85
per week

The Council’s expenditure for
2017/18 is budgeted to be £263,400.

The Council generates income of £67,475 from rents,
leases, grants and business contributions (Christmas
lights/hanging baskets etc). The balance of £195,925
is called the precept, which is paid by local tax
payers. Council tax band D houses in Westerham/
Crockham Hill will pay £95.62 per year or just under
£1.85 per week. This is a 3.5% increase on last year, an
increase of 4p a week.

How will the budget be spent?
Expenditure
Public open spaces

2015/16
Year ending
31st March 2016
BALANCE B/F

£229,351

PRECEPT

£182,600

TOTAL OTHER RECEIPTS

£62,151

STAFF COSTS

£80,712

Council staﬀ
Grants

Street Lighting

LOANS

Nil

Public toilets
Playing ﬁelds

Allotments

Council administration
Community engagement

Youth & senior services
Assets

What do we do ?
Allotments: Bloomﬁeld, Currant Hill & Farley sites

TOTAL OTHER PAYMENTS

£162,589

BALANCE C/F

£230,800

TOTAL CASH AND
INVESTMENTS

£231,071

TOTAL FIXED ASSETS AND
LONG-TERM ASSETS

£2,013,946

Assets: Russell House : Russell House Council ofﬁce & chamber,
Doctor’s Surgery, Wolfe & Churchill statues, Domesday Mosaic,
Fountain, Jubilee Clock, War Memorials, bus shelters,
deﬁbrillators, dog bins, notice boards and public seats
Council administration including business rates, insurance, audit
fees and legal fees
Council staff: ofﬁce staff responding to public enquiries, project
management and managing council business and a
groundsman managing the playing ﬁelds
Community engagement: tourism, events, newsletter publication

Westerham Town Council engaging
with the Community on The Green
on Bank Holiday Monday.

Grants to local organisations
Playing ﬁelds: Crockham Hill and King George’s Playing Fields,
pavilions, playgrounds, tennis and ball courts, skate park, car
park & outside gym
Public Open Spaces: The Green, Verralls Corner, Grange Island,
Bonneval Garden, Crockham Hill Garden, Ash, Granville, Hartley,
Madan Roads: weed killing, mowing, tree work, planting/
hanging baskets, Xmas lights & tree
Public toilet (Fullers Hill)
Street lighting
Youth & senior services: youth club, street workers, holiday play
schemes and forget-me-not cafe
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WESTERHAM TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEMBERS 2016- 2017

Alan Wesley
		
Helen Ogden

Chairman of the Council and Chairman of Finance &
General Purposes Committee
Vice-Chairman of the Council and Chairman of
Allotments, Playing Fields and Open Spaces and
member of Finance & General Purpose Committee
Chairman of Planning and member of Finance

Philip Ashley
		
Eddie Boyle

Chairman - Youth and Community Committee and
member of Finance & General Purpose Committee

Neil Proudfoot

Chairman of Highways and Lighting Committee and
member of APFOS

Alex Bates		

Member of Planning and Y&C

Loretta Bird		

Member of H&L and Planning

Michael Craig		

Member of APFOS and Y&C

Anthony Holman

Member of APFOS and H&L

Alan Jowett		

Member of H&L and Y&C

David Le Breton
				
Hannah Marsh		
			
Sharon Sheen

Member of Planning and H&L
Member of Planning and Y&C
Member of APFOS and F&GP

WESTERHAM TOWN COUNCIL

(including Crockham Hill Ward)
Russell House, Market Square, Westerham, Kent TN16 1RB

Annual Town Meeting
Wednesday 10th May 2017
at 7.30 pm at Churchill School,
Rysted Lane, Westerham

AGENDA
1. Apologies for absence
2. Minutes of the meeting held on 13th April 2016
3. Guest Speaker – Mr Matthew Scott, Kent Police
and Crime Commissioner
4. Chairman’s Report — Councillor Alan Wesley
5. Information Stalls
6. Any questions?
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